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Co-parenting before conception. The Low Countries’

approach to intentional multi-parent families

Prof. dr. Ingrid Boone

CHEE HEs SOl 221 £ HE|0|N BojLE 22 29| CHE MQI0| £2O| X|QIE SIXt = AL 20| XHF0|A ZMe| 0]
0| ECHH I717t HSoH0F & 7HFC & Q1et= AR R, O|=9| A2|IXL|0F 5 IRt F 71| F2f FHLICE HE2|E|A| ZZH|0F 3= SOf|A
= O2IXQl ZL 2921 0]&fe] MolofjA| HA 29| X|9IE ™otz HES MAGI0 Al&stL QUCt. 0215t Mol 612 o|atat Alg|L X
Of ME QISMAIS| &t 4= S2 F4 70 Qs K0t 19| B SCE 27} E 9|2 ZZF010]| 2kt 8elE Sal 0

LFSIIAL k= AFHSO0| LIEHRT 0|5 & B O|M9| o BRSE FHE LR E J1E0| MER 7HEHEE EXotd U=
off 7|1QIStC}, SHH H7|0flt HIEZHE SOIME T2 7152 YAIKISO CHet HA - HE=XQI HS WOt =0|7 2ts| TIE HE QUL
ET0ME 0] Z2 MTLO| MZ2 7IEL30]| Cist AHE I5H #7|0l KU Leuven LS} Ingrid Boone W4=2| 'Co—parenting before
conception. The Low Countries” approach to intentional multi-parent families' =28 MAt2| 5|22 0| HASI Al=Ct* 0 =
29| 7|=7} B ZAIATE 201749 620l SEEACH, 2 =22 22121 X2 Family & Law’'0f A2 0= 2017 620]| CISZ0|A
Fal TSI orz 2| HE|of ot MAIS[Ql et S 78 YAHSHA G2 FH7IE B M16AF MA S| OIS LEE Hf UL,

I. M E(Introduction) 7129389 o|Zo] Yt} ofo]2 9Alalr] Ao ZEQo}
of I3t &9J(co-parenting arrangements)7} ©]F01%]
ofstat Abgle] T2 ofolg Al A FHsIE o = I W82 A A9 ol 4 RO A8y %

EAor A%shes 7 gl He AlE EHehs Mz R ARA s BHE ZdshaL )tk

* 2= ARe W] digt Hedo] glor, A vt Z.
Prof. dr. Ingrid Boone, 'Co-parenting before conception. The Low Countries’approach to intentional multi-parent families',
Family & Law February2018, DOI: 10.5553/FenR/.000034
http://www.familyandlaw.eu/tijdschrift/fenr/2018/02/FENR-D-18-001.pdf
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552 = EE oot Qlrk. 2E 1 ojmuy e} 3 &
ofQl S et E St I Bot 2 wE 3 7}

A3 Q&= otol= WA ofHA(legal father)E 7H & ¢l
t}. o] FHojA o] GLEEIIEES £ 838
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o] 71t Ao e T o
Act.

20149 Y2dEx ROl F

o] §A Burl = AL 58T ARIA, 193 &

< SHotEsE T ARMAE Brtots FRO A

7 AR
Reassessment of Parenthood) & A3} & &
HiAo] g=d FELL3]= WA tR Tt ‘3——_]]35_
Z7sto] Ao g ﬂ—gﬂoiok e AuFet) o] HiA
7F 71093t H2 F7H] AiEe Bt Holdt

A=, TR ‘nrol' rol(multi-parenting arrange-
ments)E F ARFE2] §A 2] 9]0 T3t Aol o] ¥
710]19] & SoKlegal parentage)?} F1 X
responsibilities)o] &St HES HETOZHN &2 A
= & Ak =4, SE= 7S] g E R RS
(multi-parent families)& o1EA $&sl=7+& ©+-5}%

2

_I

o]
of
2 A 3l(Government Committee on the

A (parental

ot o] &= fI8l Se= ¥A v el vgss
EALI7}E whEo] W 1 AR FbE & Ao
ct.

II. G52 S0t g AU MFSY YA X|

9] (Legal position on persons involved
in multi-parenting arrangements)

TR Sop Ago] Folst el ojEs HuE
2 ofo]7} olgA] B8 Wt oft] A & Ate] W) &
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1) Kind en Ouders in de 21ste eeuw. Rapport van de Staatscommissie Herijking Ouderschap, The Hague, 2016, p. 427-434.

English summary of the report available at https://www.government.nl/ documents/reports/2016/12/07/child-and-parent-

in-the-21ste-century (hereafter: Report Government Committee).

2) Emmpirical research from the Netherlands demonstrates that almost 90% of intentional multi-parent families (established

through the birth of a child in a lesbian relationship conceived with the help of a known donor) make arrangements prior
to the child’s conception (M.V. Antokolskaia, W.M. Schrama, K.R.S.D. Boele-Woelki, C.C.J.H.Bijleveld, C.G. Jeppesen
de Boer and G. Van Rossum, Meeroudergezag: een oplossing voor kinderen met meer dan tweeouders? Een empirisch en

rechtsvergelijkend onderzoek, the Hague:Boom Juridische Uitgevers 2014, p. 23).
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A. tH4 ¥ 5 (Legal Parentage)

A9 BE AT HEAARP Hfofr{e} o] W7o
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o} B 2ol HUEL W FEo gEQct.” HWr|of
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A 8% AL A 2T 5of ¥ WA 5ol A=t
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Fkel Aol okt A2 olAE WA 24! ol &
A7) 2E0E o5k BEgA 7142 o] 88 Fut
9 % 9tk 1 o)L ofole] WA opeix|7} ol 7157
o AAE o] &slo] ofo|E 74d % k. TejmE Rmol
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3) M. Vonk, ‘The role of formalised and non-formalised intentions in legal parent-child relationships in Dutch Law’ in: K.
Boele-Woelki(ed.), Debates in family law around the globe at the dawn of the 21st century, Antwerp: Intersentia 2009,

p. 195.

4) This section of the paper is based on a part of my inaugural speech, published in 2016: I. BOONE, Gedeeld geluk.
Ouderschap in intentionele meeroudergezinnen, Acta Falconis XIII, Antwerp, Intersentia, 71 p.

5) See K. Sikorska, T. Kruger and F. Swennen, Meerouderschap en meeroudergezag, Onderzoek uitgevoerd in opdracht van

de staatscommissie Herijking ouderschap, Onderzoeksgroep Persoon & Vermogen University of Antwerp 2015, p. 19-39.

6) See, however, infra, B. Adoption.

7) Constitutional Court 8 October 2003, nr. 134/2003; Y.-H. Leleu, Droit des personnes et des familles, Brussels: Larcier
2016, p. 745; T.Wuyts, Ouderlijk gezag. Een coherente gezagsregeling voor minderjarigen, Antwerp: Intersentia 2013, p.

87,127-129 and 671.
8) Article 373 and 374, § 1 Belgian Civil Code.

9) J. Monballyu, Geschiedenis van het familierecht. Van de late middeleeuwen tot heden, Leuven: Acco 2010, p. 91.

10) F. Swennen, Het personen- en familierecht. Een benadering in context, Antwerp: Intersentia 2017, p. 435; G. Verschelden,

Handboek Belgisch Personen- en familierecht, Bruges: die Keure 2016, p. 5-6.
11) Article 27 and 56 Act of 6 July 2007 on Medically Assisted Reproduction.

12) Article 4 Act on Medically Assisted Reproduction.
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SaAT 7Hs WcH %K (Strong adoption)2] - ofo]e} QJoF Rmefo]

o Yoprta e H=H|A AZGAZAE o] S A} ofo]9t YR W (original parents) Aol FAE o
ot 2015932 ofol= EojubEA = o] ojA(cte] Azt W7o e IukU¥(simple adoption)E TF
o] meot 7199] o fEW)I Ha FATAS /M = 9l Ak o] B9 ofole U] BARA dES I §
A =k WAl F5 1 (legal co-motherhood)= o} Rgtch LuEIoRS &3 QJoFH ool ZpAlo] AX Tk 9
o|7} ejold ] 11 ofo]o] me} ATt of oA AFHL o st S F o REE ZHA
2 Rojgrt ) giof ofolo] wrl ABsHA] Qokehd 1Y MK WA Hrg Zher) o]
9] oj4 WEU7L ofo|E QIAFoZHN T2 FERo| B 1o FeiE tfEIACE™ SR <
St M99 AAof webA 9] o TEUE W R o]Af9] o]2Eo| ofojof| tigt Fro i—ﬂ%% PAFsH= 4
7t & Qo9 TEmol mQl2 oy Brol Mg ot Qo] tigt EAE 4] Sl o] AL F1o] FQlo] ¢
ASEL 3 A o WolBYE” 19 oj4 mfEL S . FEuo|A o]HE7] wjiolc} ) PREE o o4} Bz
29] A4 (parenthood)2 UAlo] gt 119] Folofgt o] WAL ZkA] gh=r}. ofo]7} A KL E (stepparent)o]l 23]
AR 01@1}1: ojot FAlof ofol7} T W Y HuE  AYEThE YRwe} 9] Mi9At B2 ofol S AU 1t

[©)

7H 4 9l AHE GAPE? DM He H=ujdl EYrt(FEoR) £ Ml Zh=rt? o] 79 ofo]9]

A&7} X}Lﬂ—q] YESHA Q] ol A] Afolo] EAot= FOE T thE YREE FRY S 2= APt ofyth & R

FAIBHL Q= Folt}. o] g-ofl= ofo| 7} ARAAF Al 9] = AR FR9] F]lo] IE = g AL HEEI Q)
FHE 7L QoK 8 Antet o o] of). o}

g S0l A o419 ofolE 2R} k= T4 o

B. 2¥(Adoption) d AEY AHIE BAL oS F 93§ shde] AR

A4S 3t HAQl H(legal motherhood)Zts AL &

AFS AAAT} JFH O}O] Atolo] A dE(legal At (birthmother)d o]F°] Uehth= S8TBAE 712

parentage)?t oF SARE WA AWE WAL, $A 2 GHHL 2400 2 JRAA P A4S Q

13) Act of 18 May 2006 amending a number of provisions of the Civil Code in order to enable adoption by persons of the
same sex, Belgisch Staatsblad 20 June 2006.

14) Act of 5 May 2014 on the establishment of the filiation of the comother, Belgisch Staatsblad 7 July 2014, entry into force
1 January 2015.

15) Article 325/2 Belgian Civil Code.

16) Article 325/4 and 325/8 Belgian Civil Code.

17) L. Pluym, ‘Belgisch afstammingsrecht, quo vadis?’ in: Vlaamse Conferentie bij de Balie te Gent (ed.), Personen- en
familierecht,Brussels: Larcier 2015, p. 138-139.

18) Article 329 Belgian Civil Code.

19) Article 356-1 Belgian Civil Code. In case of strong adoption by a stepparent, the child does not cease to be part of the
family of the spouse or the partner of the adopter (article 356-1 Belgian Civil Code).

20) F. Swennen, ‘Wat is ouderschap?’, Tijdschrift voor Privaatrecht, 2016 vol.1,p.77.

21) Article 353-8 Belgian Civil Code.

22) Article 535-9 (simple stepparent adoption) and article 356-1 Belgian Civil Code (strong stepparent adoption).
23) L. Brunet and J. Sosson, ‘L’engendrement a plusieurs en droit comparé: quand le droit peine a distinguer filiation,
origines et parentalité¢’in: H. Fulchiron and J. Sosson (eds.), Parenté, Filiation, Origine. Le droit et |’engendrement a

plusieurs, Brussels: Bruylant 2013, p. 35; G. Hiernaux, ‘L’autoritéparentale et le role des tiers’in:N. Gallus (ed.), Les
recompositions familiales. Nouveaux enjeux de la parentalité et de la filiation, Limal: Anthemis 2015, p. 84-85; T.Wuyts
2013, p. 917.

24) Article 312 Belgian Civil Code.
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Zgto] ofol7} AHAIST} Zo] A 3 FBHL ofol] el
of gt WA 2RSS T 4 e W7t Uk B2
oo]9] Rmi 1 ofol7} the ARtet YA|H O R vRE
AL S 4 AT ARl 1AL FRAZ S At
WA Rol X ololo] A7 8, XA F& 5
U F2 A4S ¥ S Uk A AP T 9
B ofolo] WAk A ¢lo] et FRT AHS T 4 9
L odekg 7T Uk e, ofolo] Aok @ AT o
3 594, ofol9] o2& MeslAL AFHTE & 4 9
£ A9 52 7T 9t 7Lt ofol ] B ofolo] 7
ALS TSI WEAARTE ofeh A4 AHAE ofo]
£ g 4 9l Ao] Aok A3Re) A ol A
28 245 4 ik, 152 ofolel UM WES T4
9Le Boleh ) 7]o] Wy A203%] ofshd WA Hw
= Ao o) a3t 4, A%, 45, %S, 1% D7)
e A3 Aelo] QIet. WA Rmrt Aol Agsor
3 olejet oln FEUA F Sfolch wheb 1&1—8}
BWASE AR F2 AR ThE AGESoA HrAshe

o 9 o] o, AEE ALl
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25) Article 319 and 329bis Belgian Civil Code.
26) Article 343, § 1 and 344-1 et seq. Belgian Civil Code.
27) Article 353-9 Belgian Civil Code.

28) F. Swennen, ‘Rechten van niet-ouders met betrekking tot minderjarigen’ in: P. Senaeve, F. Swennen and G. Verschelden

(eds.), Ouders en kinderen, Antwerp: Intersentia 2013, p. 266.

29) Article 325/3, § 3 Belgian Civil Code.

30) S. Cap and J. Sosson, ‘La place juridique du tiers au lien de filiation” in: J.-L. Renchon and J. Sosson (eds.), Filiation et
parentalité, Actes du XIlle colloque de I’Association Famille & Droit, Brussels: Bruylant 2014, p. 267.

31) T. Wuyts 2013, p. 320.

32) See article 374, § 1 Belgian Civil Code.

33) Article 376 Belgian Civil Code.

34) Article 375bis Belgian Civil Code.

35) Cass. 27 September 2009, RW 1990-91, p. 1089.

36) See article 203, § 3, art. 221 and article 1477, § 3 and 5 Belgian Civil Code.

37) Constitutional Court 8 October 2003, nr. 134/2003.
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(Legal multi-parenthood)

FE)FE B2 AF2AQ1 d7fE2 gt AA=
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FE7F A E o] 2
=7H(E7]00, YEg= F)F-Eehe F
<= 13< HolMe ¥4 Adge dEsta o

A. H7]oj|x| cifE R 2tZof EUTH A[FAHQl B
A (Exploratory report on multi-parenthood in

Belgium)
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38) Report Government Commiittee, p. 427.

39) Informatieverslag betreffende een onderzoek van de mogelijkheden voor een wettelijke regeling van meeouderschap.

Addendum, Parl.St. Senate 2015-16, nr. 6-98/3.
40) Parl.St. Senate 2015-16, nr. 6-98/3, p. 2-3.
41) Parl.St. Senate 2015-16, nr. 6-98/3, p. 3.
42) Parl.St. Senate 2015-16, nr. 6-98/3, p. 5-6.
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A7 AB7tol et HAE HE 9lel

Cta88 274 1 QH(Multi-parenthood

recommendations issued by the Dutch

o
1o 4o

Government Committee on the Reassessment
of Parenthood)

a. A A(General)

HEHE F7= 2014900 T2 A4 Ajg7tol Bt 4
oS 23T o7 #opoll 23 A= 4
o] YU A BT FHoll Tt vigHE ol &
o Ar2let vl Alie] 274 STk AR At A
.

UNCRC(frllobsde] g <) A3zl whet 454 3]
= 1 1Y 1HARFe R A9 HA 9| o]l AAY

L

i

c)

ot ARAdelE 2147190 Qlof A et B Bhe Hal
AE 20169 1297900 ok Ha, w85HE, A
314, 193 o= &2F] FgolA B2 " T W
ﬂ} A 5o B3 EE & ARA¥3e vEdE FA%
Eofl Wt = ofoF & nigrAlet 24 Wl Hisl A=

ﬂ HolE FH oz AASHH. o2t AsfS2 68719
dagte s A=, HRAUs)E of" E4T A%l
A2} 27} ofw ek del ot o]g 7HAAL A=A BUH
o] Ao}, & fYI= FFA LR K ofolEo] +
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(Conditions and limits to legal multi-parenthood)
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